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LIVING OUR FAITH   

 In his address to the United Nations on September 25, 2020, Pope Francis 

writes, “We are faced then with a choice between two possible paths. One path 

leads to the consolidation of materialism as the expression of a renewed sense of 

global co-responsibility, a solidarity grounded in justice and the attainment of 

peace and unity with the human family, which is God’s plan for our world. The 

other path emphasizes self-sufficiency, nationalism, protectionism, individualism 

and isolation; it excludes the poor, the vulnerable and those dwelling on the 

peripheries of life. That path would certainly be detrimental to the whole 

community, causing self-inflicted wounds on everyone. It must not prevail.” 

 Today’s parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man invites us to consider these 

words of Pope Francis. How do we reconcile the fact that while some people live 

in extravagance, others are struggling to eat? By including details about the rich 

man’s “purple garments and fine linen” St. Luke reveals that this person is not just 

well-off. Rather, as purple dye was expensive and difficult to obtain, this man was 

the richest of the rich, living a luxurious lifestyle. Throughout the gospels, Jesus 

does not necessarily condemn people who are wealthy for simply having wealth. 

Rather, as we have seen in the readings for the past several Sundays, Jesus 

denounces people who have an excess of resources that they are unwilling to share 

with others. 

 Throughout his gospel, St. Luke makes care for the poor and marginalized 

the essence of Jesus’s mission and ministry. The rich man had the opportunity to 

do something for Lazarus but chose not to share his time or treasure with him. We 

also have the opportunity to grow in relationship with people who are hurting and 

lonely, and sick and hungry. How do we choose to respond? 

 

Questions for the week: Do you identify more with Lazarus or the rich man? Why? 

Do you think it’s fair that God won’t let the rich man return to earth to warn his 

brothers?  

 

 

 

September 25, 2022 

26th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 
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John Henry Newman saw angels at work in all of creation 

This autumn, see the invisible world that radiates out through the changing 

leaves and glory of God's creation. 

DAMIAN COSTELLO 

Autumn is St. John Henry Newman’s time of year. Newman was canonized 

October 12 and his feast day is October 9. But the fall foliage also reminds me of 

Newman. 

During a hike with a friend in the autumn of 1839, Newman looked out over the 

foliage and said, “a vista has opened before me, to the end of which I do not see.” 

He was speaking of the next and most dramatic step in his intense spiritual 

journey: finding his home in Holy Mother Church. We rightly hear melancholy 

echoes in these words of the sacrifices that he eventually had to make, leaving his 

beloved Oxford and facing the disdain of many of his friends. 

Newman’s words as he looked out at the changing leaves also spoke of the deeper 

spiritual essence of his journey. This great modern saint, who Newman expert 

Father Ian Ker calls “the doctor par excellence of the post-conciliar period,” spoke 

over and over of “the invisible world.” 

An open-ended vista of saints, angels, and the Holy Trinity continually burst upon 

Newman, growing in intensity as he journeyed on his earthly pilgrimage. Newman 

merged more completely into this invisible world through deeper communion with 

the church and God’s creation that surrounded him, such as the trees on that fall 

day building to their autumnal peak.   

Newman’s view of the church is well known. His “Essay on the Development of 

Christian Doctrine” (1845) provided an innovative big-picture theology of the 

church and its obvious changes over the centuries. These changes were not 

corruptions or arbitrary, Newman argued, but the organic unfolding of an idea over 

time analogous to the growth of a river from a spring. Like a river, the church is 

“more equable, and purer, and stronger, when its bed has become deep, and broad, 

and full.” Newman’s theology of development culminated in in his own life when 

he took a highly unusual step for a 19th-century Englishman and entered the 

Catholic Church that same year. 

We know much less about Newman’s view of Nature (his own practice was to 

always refer to Nature with a capital “N”). Modern dualism is so ingrained in us, 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/damian-costello/
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reducing the natural world to empty clay in our increasingly robotic hands, that we 

don’t think to look. 

For Newman, trees couldn’t be more spiritually alive. 

But for Newman, those trees couldn’t be more spiritually alive. Indeed, the trees 

and all of Nature are participants in the angelic hierarchy, an order now so foreign 

to most of us that we don’t even know that we’ve lost it. 

Newman explained what he meant in “The Powers of Nature,” a sermon delivered 

on a similar fall day in 1831, asking questions that we all have but seldom think 

through theologically: “Why do rivers flow? Why does rain fall? Why does the sun 

warm us? And the wind, why does it blow?” 

Modern thinkers give no direct answers to these questions, merely use impersonal 

and self-contained “laws” to describe what they do. 

Not surprisingly, this answer wasn’t sufficient for Newman. He turned to scripture 

and tradition of the church and found angels at work in the rivers and the winds, 

saying, “Those wonderful and vast portions of the natural world which seem to be 

inanimate” to the secular mind are moved by “Spiritual Intelligences.” Newman 

continues: “The course of Nature, which is so wonderful, so beautiful, and so 

fearful, is affected by the ministry of those unseen beings. Nature is not inanimate; 

its daily toil is intelligent; its works are duties.” 

St. John Henry Newman’s point about Nature animated by Spiritual Intelligences 

can’t help but strike most of us as strange. Like the good modern people we are, 

we usually only see the angels that come from “outside” the world to deliver 

messages or perform a singular deed. Our individualistic tendencies restrict those 

that live in the world to guardianship. Knowingly or not, we leave the rest of 

Nature to flat and mechanical “laws.” 

Sure, some of us resist the reduction of the natural world to empty material. We 

usually point out that the Holy Spirit infuses all. All things are created and 

sustained by God’s love. We are certainly not wrong. 

The course of Nature, which is so wonderful, so beautiful, and so fearful, is 

affected by the ministry of those unseen beings. Nature is not inanimate; its daily 

toil is intelligent; its works are duties. 

St. John Henry Newman 

Newman agrees but adds something more. His view of Nature has the same 

personalism that so beautifully infused all his theology, summed up in the motto he 

chose for his cardinal’s coat of arms, cor ad cor loqitur—“Heart Speaks to Heart.” 

For Newman, theology was not a system of abstract ideas but living connections 

between beating hearts. These connections are shaped by the agency of free human 

beings and ordered and sustained by the love of the Sacred Heart. 

Nature is ordered in the same way through angels. Living, created beings with will, 

intelligence, and emotion—“hearts”—act within the rivers that flow and wind that 

blows. 



l 

The contrasting views of God are stunning: not the impersonal and increasingly 

exiled clockmaker of the Deists but an immanent creator intimately permeating 

every corner of this vast and dynamic cosmos through “the agency of the 

thousands and ten thousands of His unseen Servants.” Not only a single blazing 

sun below the horizon but also uncountable stars shimmering in the darkness, the 

beating hearts of Nature dancing to the music of the Holy Trinity. 

What about science? Newman, of course, affirms it but orders it in its proper place. 

Science provides general principles that allow us to better use God’s gifts “to the 

benefit of man.” This is about practical use, however, and not about how nature 

really works. 

No one should fool themselves into thinking that the “miracles of Nature” are 

“mere mechanical processes, continuing their course by themselves” and that 

Nature “does not hear him, and see how he is bearing himself towards it,” Newman 

believed. If the Christian denies the reality of Spiritual Intelligences and adopts the 

secular vision of the mechanical world “what a poor weak worm and miserable 

sinner he becomes!” 

Angels animating the created order may seem strange to our increasingly digitized 

minds and perhaps easy to gloss over. St. Pope John Paul II, who in 2001 called 

Newman a “sure and eloquent guide in our perplexity,” would urge us to join 

Newman in re-traditionalizing our view of Nature. 

For Newman, theology was not a system of abstract ideas but living connections 

between beating hearts. 

In his 1986 Catechesis on the Angels John Paul II explained that “the angels take 

part, in a way proper to themselves, in God’s government of creation, as “the 

mighty ones who do his word” according to the plan established by Divine 

Providence.” 

He adds that angels might be “denied also by materialists and rationalists of every 

age but, as a modern theologian acutely observes, ‘if one wishes to get rid of the 

angels, one must radically revise Sacred Scripture itself, and with it the whole 

history of salvation.’” 

Indeed, though foreign to us it is here that Newman is at his most orthodox. The 

ancient teaching of the church fathers is that angels not only inhabit every aspect of 

the Earth and sky, they are its living energies and personalities, something that St. 

Thomas Aquinas affirmed in the Summa and St. Hildegard of Bingen captured in 

art. 
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Scivias I.6: The Choirs of Angels, ink and gold leaf drawing by Hildegard von 

Bingen. Source: ArtHistoryProject.com 

Newman recognizes that some may call angels moving the river and blowing the 

winds fanciful, “but if it appears so, it is only because we are not accustomed to 

such thoughts.” 

Scripture teaches about the angels for practical reasons and nothing is more 

practical than connecting the visible world to the more important invisible world. 

“Nor one more consolatory; for surely it is a great comfort to reflect that, wherever 

we go, we have those about us, who are ministering to all the heirs of salvation, 

though we see them not,” says Newman. 

This autumn, look around you. As the leaves transform—or better said, 

transfigure—in glory, ask for Newman’s intercession to help us see the invisible 

world that radiates out through them. 

Spiritual Intelligences are everywhere: “Every breath of air and ray of light and 

heat, every beautiful prospect, is, as it were, the skirts of their garments, the 

waving of the robes of those whose faces see God in heaven.” 

In the colors the Hearts of Nature take up the hymn that the heavenly hosts sang at 

the birth of the Savior: “Let all the trees of the forest rejoice before the LORD who 

comes” (Ps 96:12–13). 

St. John Henry Newman, open to us the vista that has no end, that we may know 

the hearts of Nature, servants of the Sacred Heart who orders and sustains all in 

God’s love. 
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Readings for this Weekend – September 25th 

Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Luke 16:19-31 

Readings for next Weekend – October 2nd 

Habakkuk 1: 2-3; 2:2-4 

2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

 

Donations for last Weekend – September 18th 

$2467.00 

Thank you! 
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LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for September 2022 –  

Abolition of the Death Penalty 

 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, 

may be legally abolished in every  

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon  

 



l 

BLESSED FEASTS! 

St. Vincent de Paul:  September 27th 

  

The Feast of the Archangels:  September 29th 
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ARE YOU GRIEVING THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE? 

 BEREAVEMENT SERIES OFFERED 

Please note:  While this Series is designed to be appropriate for adults, we have 

access to some wonderful resources for children who are grieving.   

Please reach out to us at the Parish office if children’s resources would be 

beneficial to you or someone you love, and we can gather those for you. 
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TEEN FAITH FORMATION 

Are you a teenager who would like to learn more about our Catholic Christian 

faith? Maybe you went through a Religious Education Program, but still have 

questions about what we believe. Or maybe you were baptized, but have not 

received the Sacraments of Holy Communion and/or Confirmation. Or perhaps you 

were never baptized and are interested in exploring our faith.  

Whatever your circumstance, you are welcome! 

We are excited to offer an opportunity for older teens (high school age) who would 

like to more deeply explore our faith, prepare for the reception of the Sacraments 

of Initiation, and/or meet other teens in our faith community. 

 

We will meet once per month on a day/time that is convenient for those interested. 

We hope to begin meeting in October. If you, or someone you know, is interested 

in learning more, please call Christy at the Parish office at 845-292-4525 or email 

her at srectory1@hvc.rr.com.  

 

 
use Rd, -292-4525line at  
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OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
 


